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the first lead the new H. of Commons.  I could not to my own conscience 1905-1906
or the world justify such a position.	m        ^       Age 53-64
If the election were over, and Free Trade secure, different considerations
would arise.
This at any rate is my judgment, and I must act on it, tho I cannot say
what pain it causes me even to appear to sever myself from Grey. He
Blows this and reciprocates the feeling, and tho' we do not take the same
view of our respective duties, I don't quarrel with him nor he with me.
I write this now, because I see no chance of seeing you to-day as I have
to go to the country, and that you may have these considerations in your
mind when you receive C.-B.'s offer.
I don't want in the least to attempt to influence your judgment, your
position and Grey's as regards this particular point, are necessarily
different from mine.  But I need not say what an enormous and immeasur-    .*
able difference your co-operation would make to me.
Whatever happens nothing can change our affection and confidence.
Always affectly. yours,
H. H. A,v
20 cavendish sqtjabb, W.
Private.	8th Dec., 1905.
my dear H.
No words of mine can express what I feel: by your action during
the last two days you have laid the party and the country and myself
(most of all) under an unmeasured debt of gratitude.
I have never spent such a distracting and agonising week. Everything
that a man could do I believe I did, to achieve the common purposes,
under conditions which none of us could have foreseen.
Grey at the F.O. is, in itself, a great thing ; but tht*bne thing I minded
most, and regret most, is the Woolsack. The rest can wait. On a review
of the whole affair, I am satisfied that more could not have been accom-
plished, and there was such a real risk of losing everythi%.
The W.O. is a great opportunity, and every soldier I have met for •
last fortnight has expressed the hope that what now is might be.
The one thing that has dictated my action has been that the electiof!
was before, and not behind us.
Ever affectly. yours,
H. ELA.
No one in after days acknowledged more handsomely than
Asquith the great qualities which Campbelt-Bannerman developed
in his leadership of the House of Commons as Prime Minister during
the next two years, but in December 1905, Asquith's and Grey's
doubts were by no means without justification, nor were they
confined to one section of the party. As leader in Opposition, he had
scarcely proved a match for the quickness and subtlety of Mr
Balfour; and owing to his wife's illness he had been compelled tc
absent himself on some occasions when prompt decisions were needec
fcom the front bench. There was, moreover, the very serious donfr
•'#

